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T was very well 5 by Montaigne, That al, 
external Acquiſiti cerve_ Taſte and Colour 


from the internal Conſtitution, as Ohoaths Sve 
Warmth, not from their own Heat, but by covering 
Nur pi: cloſe the Heat that is in ourſelves. 


afy's e will oe + Truth 


a * illtea th-from 
- What he feels 1 in himſelf, and obſerves in others, 
that without a Diſpoſition for Happineſs, the Bene- 
* and 9 of Life are beſtowed upon him in 

at wick. -it, even a bare N 


—— D(ſ— 


e e following Let- 
22 which I receiſe; 1 [ears ago from a 
| ot 

| Mer will perceive 
oo publication; 

but as it preſents e very. natural Picture of 
domeſtic Happineſs, AH ſtructs us how an ele- 
gant little Family mah ue charitably and within 
Bounds upon an e of only 50 J. a Year, I 
ſhall give it to the Public — 4 as I received it. 
Thoſe who have feeling | Hearts will call it an Enter- 


Dear SIR, a 32 2 Nt 14 * 6 Ab 
| HE Reaſon that you have not heard from 
L I me for theſe laſt five Weeks, is, that the 
1 People, where I have been, have engroſſ- 
ed all my Time and Attention. Perhaps, you will 
be ſurprized to hear that I have lived a com 
Month with our old Friend, the Rector of 


Ereen and his honeſt Wife. 


Tov know with what Compaſſion we uſed to 

think of them : That a Man, wha had mixed a 
good deal with the World, and whe. had always 
entertained Hopes of making a Figure in it, ſhould 
fooliſhly, and at an Age when People generally 
grow wiſe, throw away his Affections upon a Girl 
worth nothing; and that ſhe one of the livelieſt of 
Women, as well as the fineſt, ſhould refuſe the 
many advantageous Offers which were made her, 
and follow a poor Parſon to his Living of 30 l. a 
Tear, in a remote Corner of the Kingdom. But 
T have learned from Experience; that we have been 
pitying the happieſt Couple of our aintance. 
1am impatient to tell you all I knew of ther 


A 2 Taz 


(4) 
Tre. Pariſh of Sourb-Green. is about ſeventeen 


Miles from this Place, and is, in my Opinion, the 
moſt pleafing Spot of Ground in all Toritſbire. —— 
I-ſhould have firſt tald you, that our Friend, by 
the Death of a Relation, was enabled to carry his 
Wife from London, with a neat two hundred and 
fifty Guineas in his Pocket; with which Sum he 
has converted the old Parſonage Houſe into a little 
Palace, and fourteen Acres of Glebe into a Farm 
and Garden, that even a Pelham, or a Southcote, 


might look, upon with Pleaſure. ES 
＋ 4 s | - 'T A8S& © IRE 


Tur Houſe ſtands upon an Eminence within the 
bending of a River, with about half an Acre of 
Kitchem Garden, 'fenced with a good old Wall, 
well planted with Fruit Trees, The River that al- 

moſt ſurrounds this little Spot affords them Fiſh at 
all Seaſons. They catch Trout there, and Plenty 
of them, from two to five Pounds Weight. Be- 
fore the Houſe is a little Lawti, with Trees planted 
with Clumps; and behind it a Tard, well ſtocked 
with Poultry, with a Barn, Cow- Houſe and Dairy. 
At the End of the Garden, a Draw: Bridge leads 
you to a ſmall Piece of Ground, where three or 
four Pigs are kept. Here they are fattened for 
Pork or Bacon; the latter they cure themſelves, and 
in all my Life I never eat better. 


In the ſeven: Fears of their Retirement, they 
have ſo planted their little Spot, that you can hardly 
conceivr any Thing nore beautiful. The Fields 
lie all together, with Paſture Ground enough for 
two Horſes and as many Cows, and the reſt Arable. 

Every Thing thrives under their Hands. The 
Hedges, all of their ohn planting, are the thickeſt 
bf any in the Country, and within every one of 
them is. a Sand Walk between a double Row of 
flowering Shrubs, hardly ever out of Bloſſom. 
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The Produce of theſe Fields ſupplies them abun- 
dantly witty the Means of Bread and Beer, and with 


a Surplus yearly, for the Poor, to hom they are 
| the beſt Benefactors of any in the Neighbourhood. 
The Huſband brews, and the Wife bakes ; he ma- 
nages the F arm, and. ſhe the Dairy; and both with | 
ſuch Skill and rene that you,. would think them 
educated to nothing elſe. or „ N FH; 

Turm Houſe conſiſts of two Patlours and a 
Kitchen below, and two Bed-Chambers and a Ser- 
vant's Room above. Their Maid is a poor Wo- 
man's Daughter in the Pariſh, whom they took at 
eleven. Years old, and haye made the hanieſt Girl 
imaginable. She is extremely pretty, and might 
marry herſelf to Advantage, but ſhe ſo loves her 
Miſtreſs, that no Temptation is ſtrong enough to 
prevail upon her to leave her. 


Tn this ſweet Retirement they have a Boy and 2 
Girl; the Boy ſix Years old, and the Girl four, 
both of them the prettieſt little Things that ever 
were born. The Girl is the very Picture of her 
Mother, with the ſame Softneſs of Heart and Tem- 
per. The Boy is a jolly Dog, afid loves Miſchief; 
but if you tell him an intereſting - Story, he will 
cry for an Hour together. The Huſband and Wife 
conſtantly go to Bed at ten, and riſe at fix. The 
Buſineſs of the Day is commonly finiſhed by Din- 
ner- Time; and all after it is Amuſement and Plea- 
ſure, without any ſet Forms. They are almoſt 
worſhipped by the Pariſhioners, to wibm the Doc- 
tor ĩs not only the ſpiritual Difector, hut tte Phyſi - 
cian, the Surgeon, the Apothecary, the Lawyer, 
the Steward, 2 Friend, d the Heal Combe. 
nion. The beſt People in the Country are fond of 
viſiting them. They call r geing to ſee the Won- 
ders of Yorkfbire, and fay, that they never eat ſo 
heartily as of the Parſon's Buden and Greens. 


I roi. 


(&) 
— . 1 


- 


+ A * , I. 45 £ ris = | 1127 10 W 7 . — 
I ret you'at the Beginning of 4his Letter that 


they were the happieſt” Couple” of our Aequaint- 
ance; and now I will tell Why they are ſo. In the 
firſt Place, they Jove and are delighted with each 
other. A ſeven "Year's Marriage, inſtead of le(- 
ſening their Affections, has increaſed them. They 
wiſh for nothing more than whatitheir little Income 
ords them, and even of chat little they lay up. 
Jur Friend ſhewed ine his Account of Expences, 
or rather his Wife's Account; by which it appears, 
that they have ſaved yearly from fifteen Shillings to 
a Guinea, excluſive of about the fame Sum, which 
they diſtribute” among the Poor, beſides Barley, 
Wheat, and twenty other Things. Their only 
Artiele of Luxury is Tea; but the Doctor ſays, he 
would forbid that, if his Wife could forget her 
London Education. However, they ſeldom offer it 
but to the beſt Company, and than .a Pound 
will laſt them a Twelvemonth. Wine they have 
none, nor will they receive it as a Preſent. Their 
conſtant Drink is ſmall Beer and Ale, both of which 
they brew in the higheſt: Perfection. Exerciſe and 
Temperance keep them in perpetual Health and 
Good-Humour. All the Strife between them is, 
who ſhall pleaſe and oblige moſt. Their favourite 
Amuſement is Reading: Now and then, indeed, 
our Friend ſcribbles a little; but his Performances 
reach no farther than a ſhort Sermon, or a Paper of 
Verſes in Praiſe of his Wife. Every Birth-Day of 
the Lady is conſtantly celebrated in, this Manner ; 
A though you do not read a . to his Stella, 
et there is ſomething ſo ſincere and tender in theſe 
jule Pieces, that I cquld never read any of them 
without Tears. In the fine Afternoons and Exen- 
ings they are viſiting in their Chariot. Don't be 
firprized 2. The Dochor keeps his Chariot 1 lſr 
. It was 5 i by an honeſt onet in 

8 —  Neighbourhcod, 
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Neighboutbnod, and is drawu by his Plough 
Horles, and driven by his Ploug Boy.. When they 
have no Engagements uren, they are walking Arm 


in Arm, with their Boy and Girl, about their 
Grounds ; but hom chearful and how happy! is not 
to be told you. Their Children are hardly ſo much 
Children /asthemfelves. But though they love one 
another even to Dotage, their Fondneſs never ap- 
pears before Company. I never ſaw either of them 
ſo much as playing with the other's Hand. I mean 
only. when they; have known I was within Sight of 
them: Lhave ſtolen, upon them unawares, indeed, 


and have been a Witneſs to fitth Words and Looks 
as have quite melted me. 


Wirz this Couple, and in this Retirement, I 
have paſſed my Time ſince you heard from me. 
How happily I need not fay : Come and be a Judge 
yourſelf; they invite you mot heartily. 

| N 778 | 
Oxx Thing I had forgot to (tell you of them. It 
makes no Part of their NHappineſs that they can 
compare themſelves with the reſt of the World, 
who want Minds to enjoy themſelves as they do. It 
rather leſſens than increaſes it. Their own Happi- 


neſs is from their own Hearts, They have every 


Thing they wiſh for in this 50 J. a Year, and one 
another. They make no Boaſt of themſelves, nor 
find Fault with any Body, They are ſorry T am not 
as happy as they ; but are far from adviſing me to 
retire as they haye done. Left a Bank Note of 20/. 
behind me in my Room,- encloſed in a Letter of 
Thanks for their Civilities to me; but it was re- 
turned me this Morning to York, in a Manner that 
pleaſed me more than all the reſt of their Behaviour. 
Our Friend thanked me for the Favour I intended 
him; but told me I could beſtow it better among 
the Poor. That his Wife and he had been looking 
over the Family Accounts of laſt Month, and that 

9 they 


3 - «9 
they found me only a few Shillings in their Debt. 
That if I did not think they were a thouſand Times 
-overpaid by the: Pleaſure I had given them, they 
would be obliged to me far a Pound of Tea, and 
wink: eee e eee 
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call ade ee — 1 and to entertain you by 
3 with —— en Parion and 
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